
Dear Constitution Commission: 
 
Blessings to you, to your work, and to the entire Ecumenical Catholic Communion.  
 
On Saturday August 4, 2018, twenty-one delegate members of the Rocky Mountain Region were able to gather together 
to pray, share conversation, and discern the upcoming Synod together.   All five communities of the Rocky Mountain 
Region were represented: Church of the Holy Family in Aurora, St. Paul Lutheran and Catholic Community of Faith in 
Denver, Church of the Beloved in Northglenn, Light of Christ in Longmont, and Mary of Magdala in Ft. Collins.       For our 
process, all five communities discerned individually before this regional gathering and then shared with one another our 
concerns and observations related to the reordered Constitution.   
 
We are grateful for the dedicated work and perseverance of the Constitution Commission.   The reordering of the 
current constitution so that it reflects our ideals in clear and sustainable language without redundancy or conflict was a 
tremendous undertaking.  We appreciate the time, prayer, discussion, and discernment that you committed to this 
project.    
 
It is our understanding that at Synod 2018 we will be asked to affirm the Constitution (defined as Articles I through XII 
minus Article II and Article IX).   With that understanding, we are writing to you to say that we have some specific 
concerns with the reordered Constitution as it has been presented to us.   All twenty-one of us have agreed unanimously 
to the content of this letter.    We believe we are empowered by the communities we serve, and encouraged by the 
process that has been engaged by the Communion in 2018, to share with you our reflections and responses prior to 
Synod 2018, so that any possible changes can be made to the constitution in order that we would be able affirm the 
reordered Constitution.    
 
A constitution is a public document that identifies a group's identity and values in its articulation of polity. In this 
reordered version the Commission has attempted to simplify the document and allow for easier revision by moving 
components particular to the HOP and HOL to the respective bylaws and procedures of those houses. By doing so, 
however, the remaining Constitution by default focuses heavily on the OPB and the EC, giving an inaccurate public 
impression of our balanced ECC way of being church together. 

The first concerns we are sharing are grouped together.   Taken together, they demonstrate our challenges with the 
reordered Constitution.     These are areas where all five communities independently identified questions or concerns 
with the reordered Constitution.   Based on our process, we believe it is our duty to inform you of where our five 
individual communities have highlighted similar concerns.   
 
1.  There is a general trend for more power in the Episcopal Council and the Office of the Presiding Bishop, to the 
detriment of the House of Laity and House of Pastors.    Some specific examples of this include: 
    a. The EC has new authority to review a veto override.  
    b. The diminished role of the HOP, specifically when we consider that Canon 5 and Canon 9 assigned similar 
responsibilities to the HOP and the EC, which clearly created a conflict, but now all responsibilities in question are 
assigned to the EC.  
    c. The diminished role of the HOL in relation to new descriptions related to the authority and ownership of the 
finances of the ECC.  
    d. The EC now affirms after the HOL/HOP affirm a local bishop.   This is new for the EC, and we understand that the EC 
already vets any bishop candidates, so why do they need a new responsibility to affirm the HOL/HOP decision.    
 
2. The HOL/HOP membership requirements are no longer in the Constitution.  
    a. We believe there is a proportional relationship established in the Constitution that must be maintained at that level 
of our polity regarding number of members in each of these houses.  
    b. The requirement for HOL or HOP representatives to be at least 18 years of age is no longer in the Constitution.   
    c. The placing of these membership requirements is harder to change when specified in the Constitution, and in 
general we find that to be a reasonable constraint on these criteria.  
 
3. The determination of who is a community in good standing to be reviewed by the HOL and HOP in consultation with 
the OPB has been removed, and this omission results in no one specified to make that determination.    



 
4. The Constitution must include the current Preamble and the Mission Statement.  
 
5. The Constitution must include language affirming our LGBTQ family specifically, especially in relation to the statement 
regarding all the baptized.  
 
6. The Constitution must include the requirements for a Pastoral Plan.  
 
7. The Constitution must include requirements for the Nominating Committee for the PB.  
 
8. Language in Article 3 Section 8 regarding passing of legislation does not specify voting, it just says houses must 
"approve".   We believe the specification for Voting must be explicit.  
 
Looking at these eight concerns grouped together, we are not asking that absolutely everything be changed.   We are of 
the communal understanding right now that if none of these items change, these twenty-one delegates would not be 
able to affirm the reordered Constitution.   
 
Some of us can articulate specific items on this list of eight, which if that specific item is not changed they could not 
affirm the Constitution.    By sharing this information with you, we hope it gives you a sense of priority for our 
concerns.   The specific items in the above list that would cause some of us to not be able to affirm the reordered 
Constitution if that particular concern is not resolved include: 1a, 1c, 2a, 2b, 4, and 5.   
 
In addition, we note that there are several omissions from the current Constitution to the reordered Constitution.   We 
understand those omissions to be included now in by-laws, policies, statutes, or other places.   We agreed unanimously 
that we could not affirm the reordered Constitution until we could see in writing where these omitted pieces now reside 
and read them as they are now articulated.   We also believe that their location must be noted in the reordered 
Constitution.   These omitted pieces include: 
 
A. Nominating Committee for the Presiding Bishop 
B. Requirements for the Pastoral Plan 
C. Review of a Community in Good Standing 
D. How By-Laws are reviewed to make sure that they abide by the guidelines of the Constitution 
 
Similarly, we agree unanimously that there is confusion related to who owns the national ECC budget including who 
prepares it, who presents it, who approves it, and who ensures it is followed.   Our twenty-one participants did not agree 
on what is intended in the reordered Constitution for this process.  We find our disagreement indicative of problems in 
the language of the reordered Constitution related to the national ECC budget.   We find clarity and rewording is 
needed.   
 
We are grateful to be on this journey with you, to be prayerful conversation partners listening to the Holy Spirit as She 
guides the ECC into our next chapter.   Thank you for being thoughtful and careful leaders.   It is a good time to be us, 
together.    We look forward to hearing from you.   We know that you have invested greatly in this reordered 
Constitution, and we know you bring particular wisdom to this process that we honor.    We have taken seriously our 
own charge to represent our faith communities in the process of reordering the ECC Constitution that it may accurately 
describe both who we are and who we are becoming with God's guidance.     
 
In gratitude with the Sacred Spirit,  
 
Kae Madden                     HOP   Church of the Beloved 
Bill Hanzel                        HOP    Church of the Holy Family 
John Head                        HOL    Church of the Holy Family 
Jim Berry                          HOL    Mary of Magdala 
Susan Tavener-Berry        HOL   Mary of Magdala 
Susan Gray                       HOL   Church of the Beloved 
Rosean Amaral                 HOP   Mary of Magdala 



Yvonne Wootten               HOL   Church of the Beloved 
Liz Begalla                        HOL   St. Paul (alternate) 
Michele Yonker                 HOL   St. Paul 
Greg Yonker                      HOL   St. Paul 
Dennis Giblin                     HOL   Church of the Beloved 
Jim DeMuth                       HOP   Mary of Magdala 
Michael Nicosia                 HOP   St. Paul 
Steven de Haas                 HOL   Light of Christ 
Patti Briones                      HOL   Church of the Holy Family 
Don Sutton                        HOP   St. Paul 
JoAn Acker                        HOP   Light of Christ 
Frank Pavlak                      HOL   Church of the Beloved 
Amy Frisbie                        HOP   Church of the Beloved 
Teri Harroun                       HOP   Light of Christ  

 
 
 


